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After Mr. McDermett's removal to Spruce creek, a forge and steel
works, called Claubaugh, were built on the creek by his nephew,
Thomas McDermett, at which steel was made by the process that
was used at Caledonia. We presume that blister and shear steel
were made by this process. These works passed into the hands of
Lloyd, Steel & Co. about the time of "the death of William Mc-
Dermett in 1819 or 1820, by whom they were conducted for a few
years, when they were permanently abandoned.

David K. Porter was first employed for one year as a clerk
at Barree forge, and during the following year he was employed
as manager. He next entered into partnership with Edward B.
Patton in the building of Sligo forge, on Spruce creek, which
establishment passed out of their hands in 1819, in which year
Mr. Porter was elected to the lower branch of the Legislature
from Huntingdon county, from which event his successful politi-
cal career may be dated. In 1820 he married Josephine McDer-
mett,, a lady of rare attainments.

Many other furnaces and forges and a few rolling-mills were
built in the upper part of Juniata valley after 1800. In 1832
there were in Huntingdon county, which then embraced Blair, eight
furnaces, ten forges, and one slitting and rolling mill in operation.
Each of the furnaces-yielded from 1200 to 1600 tons of metal an-
nually. In the same year an incomplete list enumerated eight
furnaces and as many forges in Centre county. For many years
after the beginning of this century Huntingdon and Centre
counties constituted the principal iron-producing .district in the
country, Pittsburgh and Eastern cities manufactxiring the iron
which they supplied. This prominence in the production of iron
was maintained until after 1842, when the tariff of that year and
the discovery that iron could be made with anthracite and bitumi-
nous coal enabled other districts in the State and country to wrest
from these counties their iron sceptre. In 1850 there were in these
two counties and in Blair county (formed out of Huntingdon and
Bedford in 1846) and in Mifflin county forty-eight furnaces, forty-
two forges, and eight rolling-mills, nearly all of which were in
Huntingdon and Centre. These two counties have a long and most
honorable iron record.

There was a very early forge in Mifflin county, the site of which
is now in Juniata county. The following account of it is condensed
from a letter we have received from A. L. Guss, Esq., a native of
Juniata county.